
Proposed South Staffordshire Council Housing Strategy 
  

Public Consultation 
Key Points for residents in Norton and surrounding areas straddling Dudley and South Staffordshire 
boroughs:  
 
South Staffordshire Council has outlined several housing development options that would lead to the 
removal of Norton’s green belt. These are B, D, E, F and G. The council’s preferred option is “Option G.”  
 
This includes Clent View Road Fields from Sugar Loaf Lane, along the Roman Road to Little Iverley Covert, 
also known as Bluebell Woods, and is where Taylor Wimpey is telling South Staffordshire and Dudley 
councils it wants to build 400 houses.  
 
The proposals can be viewed at 
https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/planning/spatial-housing-strategy-infrastructure-delivery.cfm and the relevant 
document is Spacial Housing Strategy October 2019. 
 

CALL TO ACTION: Write to South Staffordshire Council 
 
If you are concerned about these proposals please make comments or objections by 5pm on Thursday 
12th December by email, letter or online response form. 
 
See “Points to include” below for ideas to help you write your objection. 
• Email: localplanreview@sstaffs.gov.uk 
• Post: Local Plans Team, Council Offices, Codsall, South Staffordshire, WV8 1PX 
• Online: Response Form 
 
Remember to: 
• Use a heading such as SSC Local Plan Review or Green belt Concerns SSC Housing Strategy 
• Keep it simple and write clearly 
• Include your name and address 
 
The volume of responses is crucial. Submit responses individually rather than as a couple or a family. Avoid 
copying and pasting other letters, as this may mean your and others’ responses are treated as a single 
petition.  
 

Points to include 
 
1. Loss of green belt 
• It is better to use old factory sites and re-develop inner-cities to revive town centres. According to 
Dudley Council, there are enough sites for new housing in Dudley Borough between now and 2036. 
• We should be protecting the environment not tearing it down 
 
2. Quality of life 
• Developing green belt means loss of access to the countryside and fresh air 
• Higher noise levels 
• Poorer air quality 
 
3. Impact on traffic and transport 
• Development of Clent View Road Fields would lead to hundreds of additional cars on minor roads, leading 
to increased pollution and road safety consequences 

https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/planning/spatial-housing-strategy-infrastructure-delivery.cfm


• Road traffic congestion in the area is already high. South Road, Bridgnorth Road and Kidderminster Road 
are gridlocked during peak periods. Nor do we want more roads eg ‘Western Strategic Route’ destroying 
more green belt. 
• Lack of public transport or cycle routes. Distance from Stourbridge Junction train station make it an 
unfeasible site for rail commuting and the station’s car park is already at capacity. 
• Time taken to reach the rail network to Wolverhampton/Birmingham is at least 40 minutes on foot. 
 
4. Pressure on local facilities 
• There are not enough doctors’ surgeries, schools, shops, emergency services in Dudley to serve 
the area (Rural Services and Facilities Audit, 2019) 
 
5. Destruction of the local environment 
• Loss of ancient trees, natural habitats, biodiversity (Bunkers Hill Woods would be significantly affected 
and there are priority species like slow worms thriving on Clent View Road Fields and the surrounding area, 
along with birds with red conservation status such as starlings, house sparrows, yellowhammers, fieldfares 
and redwings) 
• Will contribute to climate change as the homes would remove a grassland carbon store 
• Loss of wildlife corridors linking green spaces 
• Contributing to the rapid loss of species in Britain in recent decades eg moths, butterflies, bees 
• Part of the Mid Severn Sandstone Plateau—important for habitat conservation 
• DEFRA Priority Habitat. The area contains DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs) Priority Habitat Inventories for Good Quality Semi-Improved Grassland, Coastal and Floodplain 
Grazing Marsh and Deciduous Woodland. This includes hedgerows. 
 
6. Important locally 
• Local people love and appreciate this green belt area, and want it for future generations 
• Important local green space, valuable trees, hedgerows and open fields 
• It’s an important resource for local children and schools 
• It is easy to get to - no car required for majority of Norton population 
• Once it’s gone, there’s no turning back 
• The site is used by multiple horse and pony owners of all ages, who may be without livery or paddock 
space if lost and would affect businesses like Romsley Country Stores, which supply the livery yards 
• Historic character of the Roman Road. The true Roman Road runs directly through where development is 
proposed and would therefore be lost forever 
 
7. Huge opposition by the local community 
• Housing proposals are not meeting affordable housing targets with expensive housing in green belt 
 
8. Legislation could be quoted 
The National Planning Policy Framework (the government’s planning policies) says “where significant 
development of agricultural land is demonstrated to be necessary, areas of poorer quality should be 
preferred to those of higher quality” and identifies that: 
• Sites of biodiversity should be protected and any impacts minimised (para 170) 
• Land with the least environmental or amenity value should be considered for development and habitat 
networks and green infrastructure should be maintained and enhanced (para 171) 
• Protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity and safeguard local wildlife-rich habitats and priority 
habitats and species, and ecological networks (para 174) 
 
 


